THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

temples being vested in the village communities,
free from Brahmanic control, the non-Brahmanic
priests, the inspired prophets, the religions dances,
the circumambulation of the temples, the use
of flagellation, and the ceremonial attending
the erection of the Dhwaja or standard of the
deity, are all common to the ancient, but no longer
orthodox, Hinduism of northern India, and to
the unorthodox Dravidian religion of the south.

Another link between the descendants of Asuras
in the north of India, and the Dravidians of the
south, is the institution of dancing-girls attached
to the temples.

These represent the Apsarases or celestial
nymphs, whose charms, as we learn from the
epic poems and Puranas, so often, in former days,
interfered with the austerities of holy men.

We find from the Mahabharata that the Ksha-
triya princes of northern India frequently inter-
married with the ruling Dravidian families. Thus
two of the early BhSrata chiefs, Akrodhana and
Tangsu, married princesses of Kalinga; * and
Arjuna married the daughter of the king of the
PSndyas,

In later times, amongst other instances, Rana-
ditya, raja of Kashmir, married the daughter of
Ratiscna, raja of Chola.3 This, according to the

1 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, parva., xcv.
3 Ratajarangini, iii. 436.
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